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Scripture for back 
to school 

Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trust in the LORD with 

all your heart And do not 

lean on your own 

understanding. In all 

your ways acknowledge 

Him, And He will make 

your paths straight. 

 

Philippians 4:13 

I can do all things 

through Him who 

strengthens me. 

 

1 Timothy 4:12 

Let no one look down on 

your youthfulness, but 

rather in speech, 

conduct, love, faith and 

purity, show yourself an 

example of those who 

believe. 

 

Matthew 19:14 

But Jesus said, "Let the 

children alone, and do 

not hinder them from 

coming to Me; for the 

kingdom of heaven 

belongs to such as 

these." 

Happy August Friends! 

To me, August means heat, more heat, school starting, and a little bit of football. While 

we are not quite there yet to the lovely season of fall, we will get just a glimpse of it this 

month. It’s also a month where we can reflect on the summer and celebrate all that has 

been.  

We started off this summer hosting Big House. We had close to 100 kids and adults 

staying in our building and helping out the people in our community. We are so thankful 

that God has provided us this opportunity to help others in need and to help shape the 

spiritual lives of youth. 

Our next event was a week at Lakeview! While Lakeview is always full of fun, games, 

and activities, we also learned about resisting the pressures of this world. Thanks to 

your generosity, we were able to send kids to camp at a very discounted rate.  

In July, we had an amazing time going to Mars and beyond! Our Vacation Bible School 

hosted over 70 kids that were able to learn about God’s faith, kindness, and hope. We 

also learned some new songs that the kids will be hearing again at M&Ms! 

And just this past Sunday, our youth returned from Big House in Pasadena. They have so 

many wonderful stories to share, and you will get to hear from them on Sunday, August 

11th in all our worship services. I hope you will make sure to join us! 

I am so thankful to all of you who made these events possible. God is working in amaz-

ing ways, and I’m so thankful to be a part of it. And I am so thankful we will get to see 

more of what God has in store for us this fall. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Raegan Seaton 

 

A Note About VCI 

Our VCI weekend is next month! The VCI Consultation Team will arrive on Friday, Sep-

tember 6th. They will be conducting interviews, focus groups, and a workshop. On Sun-

day, after the 11 o’clock traditional service, they will present their report on our 

strengths, development areas, and our prescriptions. These prescriptions will be de-

signed to help us maximize who God has called us to be. But remember, we will not ac-

cept these prescriptions until we have a called church conference to vote on them. Your 

presence for this weekend is a necessity. Please plan on joining us on Saturday, Sep-

tember 7th starting around 10 AM for the church-wide workshop. And please be in at-

tendance and worship on Sunday, September 8, and stay after for the presentation of 

the report.  
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LEXINGTON & BLUE 

UNITED METHODIST 
CHURCH’S WOMEN’S 

MINISTRY 

“Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: If  either of  them falls down, 

one can help the other up.” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10  

We Gather Together 

Date: August 9th at 6 p.m. 

Back by popular demand: Movie Night! 

 

Sharing Gifts 

Date: September 10th at 12 p.m. 
We will meet at Herk’s for lunch then go visit folks in assisted living in Giddings.  Our VBS kids made beautiful 

bags that we will fill with small gifts to take with us to give out. 

Schedule  

for 2019 

8/9: Movie Night  

9/10 @ 2 p.m. Visit Oakland 

Manor 

10/10 @ 6 p.m. Bazaar Prep 

(evening) 

11/23 Bazaar 

12/8 Christmas Party 

Save the Date:  

Fall Bazaar 

Saturday, November 23rd  

Goodie Bags for Assisted Living 
We will be putting together bags for those in assisted living.  If you have 

small items you are willing to donate, please bring them to the office (or to 

church) throughout the month of August.   

Movie Night! 

Friday, August 9th at 6 p.m. 

Family Life Center (Youth Room) 

Please bring a snack to share. 
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BLUE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

UPCOMING BLUE 
EVENTS 

Sunday Mornings 

9 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Wednesday Mornings 

11 a.m. Prayer Group 

AUGUST 

4-6 Revival 

5-BVFD  

12-Texas Stars 

27-TEEA 

Blue UMC Worship Attendance 

  June  30 14 

  July 7 28 

 14 35 

 21 18 

 28 28 

August Birthdays 

1-Gary Torn 

10-Angie Turner 

27-Keith Smith 

Blue UMC St. Stephen’s 
Fund $919.13 

On Communion Sunday’s (the first 

Sunday of the month), we take a 

special offering at the rail for the St. 

Stephen’s Fund.  This money is used to 

help those in need in our community.  

With this fund, we help people in 

emergency situations and those that 

may need some help with their utilities.   

Blue United Methodist Church invites you to come and join us 

Sunday, August 7 through Tuesday, August 9 for our annual 

Revival.  Dinner will be at 6:00 p.m. followed by the Revival Service 

at 7:00 p.m. each evening.  

Below are photos from past Revivals. 

Revival at Blue 

Campout Pictures 

Happy 70th  

birthday Johnny! 
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YO U TH  PRO G RAM S  
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“Don't let anyone think less of  you because you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your 
purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12  

Calendar of Events  

 

Sunday  
Sunday School             

9:45-10:45 AM 

(6-12th grade) 

With Mr. Stephen 

 

Wednesday 
All Youth 

3:30 to 5 PM 

August 

11-Promotion Sunday 

for Sunday School & 

Back to School Bash 

 

Youth this Fall 
Our Wednesday Youth is taking a break for the rest of the summer.  We 

will resume on Wednesday, September 4th.  We will have a split Youth this 

fall. One will be from 3:30 to 5 (geared toward Middle School but High 

School is certainly invited) and 5:30 to 7 (flipped - geared for High School 

but Middle School is invited).   

 

Also beginning in the fall, we will have Youth Council meetings the second 

Wednesday of the month from 5:30 p.m. to 7.  All youth (Middle and High 

School) are encouraged to participate.  The Council will discuss youth 

activities at the church and what activities they would like to participate.  

Any adults who would like to join are welcome to do so. 

 

If you feel led to helping with, or leading, either group, please let 

Stephanie know (lumcyouth@outlook.com).  

  

Big House Brenham 
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M E T H O D I S T  C H I L D R E N  P R O G R A M S  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of  heaven belongs to such as 

these.”  Matthew 19:14 

Sunday School teachers include Jan Alexander, Jan Lynn, Jennifer Marek, & Trudy Doerfler. 

The children's Sunday school curriculum comes from the series, Deep Blue. Children will 

hear the Bible story, apply the Bible message and then live out the message in their lives. 

Each session is divided into three sections. The 1st section is a large group where the 

children will meet together. Children will be introduced to a Bible story and Bible verse. Then 

the children will be divided into two age groups. One group will explore the lesson deeper 

and do a craft activity and  the other age group will have a snack, play games related to the 

Bible story and practice Bible verses. Then the two groups switch. 

 

Thank you, Milissa Davis, for putting together another wonderful Vacation Bible School.  

The children of Lexington were blessed to see God’s love through you and all of the 

volunteers you organized for VBS.  Your many hours of planning and implementing did 

not go unnoticed.  You are a blessing to our church community. 

We are looking for someone who would like to help facilitate Children’s Church.  

We have great volunteers willing to help, but need someone to organize it. 

Please let Pastor Raegan know if you are interested. 

Midweek Methodists 
M&M’s is our community-wide after school program for children in 

Kindergarten through 5th grade.  It runs from 3:30-5:00 p.m. on 

Wednesdays during the school year.   Each week children are picked up 

by bus at Lexington Elementary School and dropped off at the church 

where they enjoy a snack, music, bible story, crafts, and outdoor 

recreation.  We sincerely believe that your child will be blessed as they 

study God’s word each week with their friends!  Registration begins in 

August.  Forms will be available at the Back To School Bash, in the 

church office and online.  We hope your children can join us this year!  

Calendar 

M&M’S Begins – 9/4 

Thanksgiving Holiday – 11/27 

Last M&M’s for Semester – 12/4 

 

 

Spring Semester Begins - 1/22 

Spring Break – 3/11 

Last M&M’s for Year – 4/29 

August Acolyte:  

Charlotte Woodward 
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With Gratitude 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for letting me go to camp.  It was a lot of fun.  My favorite things were swimming, jumping, 

running, praying and sleeping. 

From, 

Jaden Mercer   

Thank You Vacation Bible School, From Milissa Davis 
Glory to God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask or imagine by his power at work within us.  

Ephesians 3:20 

What is VBS? 

Very Busy Servants?  Voyaging Beyond (the) Stars? Vacation? Bible School?  Was this really a vacation? 

Let’s see:  Full itinerary – check, fun activities – check, creative learning – check, great food – check, 

Praising God for the opportunity – check plus. Yes, this definitely sounds like my vacations.  What truly 

makes a great vacation is having tour guides that entertain and are knowledgeable.  The same is true for a 

successful VBS.  I was blessed to have the most enthusiastic and engaged team to help this year.  

The moment the children entered into the FLC, they were transformed to Voyagers going beyond their 

normal boundaries with FAITH, KINDNESS AND HOPE.  The experience was possible because of the love 

and dedication of all the volunteers from 6th graders to adults.  Thanks to Stephanie Kellenberger for 

encouraging so many Youth to participate. Every roll they served was extremely beneficial to sharing God’s 

word with the Voyagers.  Lee Marks and her ‘Rocket fuel’ team began each evening with a thematic meal: 

Rocket hotdogs, Flying Saucer Pizza and the colorful Asteroids.  Thanks to all of you for your hard work and 

creativity.  Each night, the Voyagers were sent out to find examples of FAITH, KINDNESS AND HOPE.  It 

began in the Sanctuary with the Bible story of the night:  Monday – Daniel, Tuesday – The Good Samaritan, 

Wednesday – Road to Emmaus.  These stories were explained through skits that were relatable and 

humorous.  Thank you, Pastor Reagan and your remarkable team of actors.  The Voyagers continued their 

search in the following stations:  Crafts -  Kathy Newcomer, Music – KD and Caitlyn Coleman and Hannah 

Jackson, Science – Dr. Quack (alias Stephen Meuth) and Recreation – Kristen Swisher and Dawn Jackson.  

Thank you and your teams for showing the Voyagers examples of FAITH, KINDNESS AND HOPE in exciting 

and creative ways.  We tried something new this year with 3 and 4 year olds.  Thanks to the love and 

patience of Jan Alexander and Jan Lynn, the age appropriate, self-contained design worked beautifully.  It 

takes many hands to keep this age engaged, so many thanks to your team as well. The Voyagers were 

guided to these activities by their fearless Captains: Lucy Martinez, Kaleigh Taizan, Carolyn Shirley, Liz 

Smith (great cookies), Barb Demeree, Chuck Moore and Janie Johnson.  Each of these Captains were 

assisted by a Youth Lieutenant.  Thanks to each of you for giving of your time to help our VBS.   

From the moment the theme was picked, Holly Newton went right to work (well, to Pinterest) and created an 

enchanting Galactic world to help the Voyagers feel the experience.  The darkened space with strobe lights, 

colorful wall designs and planets everywhere really made you feel like you were in the space station ready 

for your mission.  Holly, you and your team did an amazing job. Thank you.  

There were about 40 volunteers who helped us to go TO MARS AND BEYOND.  Including, the green and gold 

VBS shirts that were generously donated by Roadkyll.  I sincerely appreciate the dedication of your time and 

talents. You have all made this year run so smoothly.  Go Beyond with FAITH in knowing the God will 

continue to grow the seeds you have planted.  Until next year, Go Beyond with Hope! 

Thank you from my whole heart, 

Milissa Davis 
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A Gift was given to Lexington UMC  

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of …John Doerfler 

 by… Children’s Sunday School 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

 by… Brenda Fischer 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

 by… Peggy Brown 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

 by… John & Elaine Gibbs 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

          by… Terry & Alice Langehennig 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

 by… Helen Langehennig 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

 by… Ron & Julie Schreiner 

In Memory of …Kermit Langehennig 

      by… Jeanne & Roger Borlinghaus 

In Honor of …Robert Ahrendt 

 by… John & Elaine Gibbs 

Building Fund 

In Memory of …Kermit & Billie  
  Ann Langehennig 

 by… Jan Woodward 

Memorials reflect all gifts received and recorded as of July 21st. 

 

To make a memorial write “memorial“ in the memo line of your check 

& place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office. 

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a 
clear conscience, just as my ancestor did.  Night and 

day I constantly remember you in my prayers.”    

2 Timothy 1:3 

A U G U S T  
B I R T H D A Y S  

1-Jordan Marek 

2-Harleigh McHenry 

3-Courtney Nuckols 

7-Halle Mitchell 

8-Cindy Jackson 

8-Wayne Retzlaff 

10-Nancy Thomas 

15-Barbara Demeree 

16-Chuck Swisher 

18-Cinda Lewis 

19-Holly Newton 

19-Carolyn Weisz 

21-Gail Baker 

21-Samantha Retzlaff 

24-Kevin Everett 

Free-Will Lunch Update 
For home deliveries, since my June 27 recap, here is the activity: 

 

 

 

The upcoming Free Will Lunch will be on Thursday, August 1; Chicken enchiladas, Spanish rice, Charro 

beans, jalapeno cornbread, and Texas Sheet Cake. We will be cooking on Wednesday, July 31 starting 

at 10:30, and would appreciate any help! 

6/26/2019 6 individuals chicken salad sandwiches carrot salad, egg salad 

6/26/2019 2 families chicken salad sandwiches carrot salad, egg salad 

7/6/2019 6 individuals macaroni & cheese; sliced ham  

7/13/2019 6 individuals chili mac, zucchini bread  

7/15/2019 1 individuals chicken salad, tuna salad  

7/20/2019 6 individuals spaghetti & meatballs  
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Update from the Vibrant Church Initiative Team 
One of the other books the Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) team recommended we read is “Renovate or Die: Ten 

Ways to Focus Your Church on Mission” by Bob Farr.  Pastor Farr served as the Director of the Center of Congrega-

tional Excellence of the Missouri Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church.  And he started his career 

pastoring small churches.  He has some great thoughts.  Here is a brief synopsis of his book. 

Pastor Farr is very adamant that it is not remodeling/redecorating with different paint and colors….it is renovating!!  

You may know that we did some “remodeling” of our sanctuary some 9 years ago, but I believe we went far beyond 

“remodeling” because you can see the difference in our church since then.  So, I’m pleased that we seem to be on 

message. 

1.  It all starts with the Pastor 

 Pastor led, not centered, leader first, friend second 

 The church does better when everyone is a minister 

 There will be some bleeding 

 Holy conversation, holy confirmation, sharing with congregation 

 Stay with the main thing----God! 

2.  Understand your present reality, where are we on our life cycle 

 What is the church life cycle today---quicker! 

 Vision drives success early in cycle 

 Structure drives in later, failing stages 

 We exist for others, not ourselves so loss of mission is end of cycle 

 Relationship with Jesus, one another and community 

 Growth is stair-stepped, not constant upward vector, but avoid plateaus 

3.  Get the basics right 

 As members of the UMC, we agree to give our prayers (intentional faith development), presence 

 (passionate worship), gifts (extravagant generosity), service (risk-taking mission and service), and witness 

 (radical hospitality). 

 People are looking for friendships, not friendly people 

  Treat new people as guests, not visitors 

  Guests need 3 “touches” before service starts  

 Worship with excellence to produce a “WOW” 

 People don’t become disciples by osmosis sitting in the pews 

  Must be intentional 

 Outward focus to the needs of others, outside of our comfort zone 

 Tithing is the floor, not ceiling 

  We are temporary custodians of God’s possessions  

  As we give more, we worry less 

 Teach children ministries as Sesame Street does 

4.  Create Momentum 

 To create momentum, you have to change something  

 Change creates conflict  

 Back off or push through conflict 

 To maintain momentum, practice key practices in excellent ways 

 John Wesley—God’s grace is continually running free, abundant, but you have to put yourself in the way of 

 this grace—it will not force itself upon you  
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5.  Inspire through experiential worship with life-application preaching 

 For the pastors, how to preach in today’s world 

6.  Think strategies, not programs 

 Mission: Matthew 28 

 Our vision=how to do that 

 A value is something of the heart, and strategy is how to carry out the value  

  Is Sunday School value or strategy? 

  Strategies change  

 Ministries should align with the mission 

 Mission---vision---yearly goals—strategies and steps, that’s the sequence 

 Decisions should not be by consensus of the congregation 

 The mission field will tell you if your vision is working, EVALUATE IT! 

7.  Staffing for Leadership 

 Get the right people in the right seat on the bus, the wrong ones off  

 All churches have staff---Volunteers are unpaid staff 

 Involve new members in hands-on ministries first before committees 

 You must spend 1/3 of your time raising up new leadership 

8.  Disciple with clear steps 

 We need to decide what a mature LUMC Christian looks like, and plan the steps to get them there 

 Need an intentional discipleship path 

 Consumer Christianity---attend and believe that is all that’s necessary? 

 Before joining, Farr recommends regular attendance plus small group, mission and ministry in some form 

9.  Network, network, network and then market 

 What drove the 1st century Christians, the circuit riders in early America? 

 “We are no longer fishers of men, but keepers of the aquarium?” 

 Are we bringing people into Christ or a social club? 

 Need to shift from a receiving church to a sent-out church 

 Culture thinks church is irrelevant 

 Witness genuinely to people, if necessary use words! 

 What are the needs of our community—not our congregation 

10.  Dare to simplify the structure 

 Today the speed of change is fast and getting faster 

 Committees are not ministries 

 Simple structure—lay leadership, staff parish, trustees, finance and church council 

 Board -> pastor -> staff -> ministries (accountability, authority and responsibility) 

 Rotate leadership at least every three years 

 Involve the real leaders 

 It takes moral courage to hold people accountable so that a system has integrity 

Our journey on the VCI process will lead us through many of these points and I hope you can see this process un-

fold in the Lexington United Methodist Church.   

Please feel free to discuss any of these points with John, Andy, Sarah, Katharine or Pastor Raegan. 

John 
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L E X I N G T O N  A D M I N I S T R AT I V E  C O U N C I L  T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  

St. Stephen’s Fund 

$5373.71 
On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund.  This money is used to help 

those in need in our community.  With this fund, we help people in emergency situations and those that may need some help with their utilities.  To 

contribute by check, please write “St. Stephen’s Fund” in the memo. 

Stephanie Kellenberger & Pr. Raegan Seaton 

Editors of The Voice 

Newsletter deadline for    

September's edition is 

August 21st 

Articles and photos are always needed.  Please submit yours to Stephanie 

in the church office. 

OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS:  lexingtonunitedmethodistchurch@outlook.com or lumcyouth@outlook.com 

 All Funds Balance as of  7/28/19   

Bank Balance $13,315.26 

 Early Chapel CD $19,753.71 

 RTSB CD #1 $16,766.32 

 RTSB CD #4 $10,909.30 

  

 DESIGNATED FUNDS in GENERAL:  

Pledge Fund Acct. Balance $370.00 

 Early Chapel Cemetery Fund -($2,218.43) 

 Journey Sunday School $4,162.47 

 Memorial Fund  
 

Minimum amount needed to stay within budget:  

$17,660.34 month & $ 4,075.47/week 
 

2019 District Apportionments– PAID IN FULL 
 

PAID 2019 Conference Apportionments - $7,501.02 

     

Offering  

Worship 

Date: Attendance 

   

July 7 $3,186 85 

 14 $2,165 93 

 21 $2,139 90 

 28 $2,783 96 

  
  

  
  

 Annual Church Budget for 2019 $213,292 

 Offerings thru 6/23/19 

 
$104,658.53 

 General Fund $13,450.26 

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your 
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be 

bursting with wine. Proverbs 3:9-10 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A9-10&version=ESV
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