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Ecclesiastes 3
For everything there is
a season, and a time
for every matter under
heaven: a time to be
born, and a time to
die; a time to plant,
and a time to pluck up
what is planted; a time
to kill, and a time to
heal; a time to break
down, and a time to
build up; a time to
weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to
mourn, and a time to
dance; a time to throw
away stones, and a
time to gather stones
together; a time to
embrace, and a time
to refrain from
embracing; a time to
seek, and a time to
lose; a time to keep,
and a time to throw
away; a time to tear,
and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence,
and a time to speak; a
time to love, and a
time to hate; a time for
war, and a time for
peace.

Happy October!
It seems impossible that my family and I have now been in Lexington for 3
months. Some days it feels shorter and some days it feels longer. We’ve gone
through quite a bit of change in such a short time. But isn’t that typical of life? It
seems to me there is always something changing. There is always a new thing
being done, new friends in our lives, new activities at work, and changes at home.
Everything changes, even the weather!
Ecclesiastes 3 reminds us of this change, and that there is a season for
everything. Instead of life as random and haphazard, the writer of Ecclesiastes 3
sees purpose in all that life brings. Sometimes life will bring joy and sometimes
life will bring pain. Sometimes we will experience season of hard work and others
a season of plenty. But in each season, God has so much to teach us. God loves
us no matter the season, and God will never leave us stuck in pain and
heartache.
In many ways, I find these words comforting from Ecclesiastes 3. If everything has
a season, it means that the sorrows won’t last. The mourning will turn to dancing.
It means there will come a day where we will reap the harvest of hard work. There
will be times of love and peace. This is a message of hope to us in the dark times,
and a reminder to us to enjoy the good times.
I’m sure we are all in different season in our lives right now. And just as the
summer heat begins to leave and make way for Fall, so this season of our lives
will not last forever. If this is a wonderful season for you, enjoy every minute!
Thank God for the blessings of this season. Be grateful for the joy in your life.
If this season of your life is tough and difficult, stay strong! With God’s help you
can and will persevere. This will not last forever. God will lead you through,
whatever the trials may be. God mercies are new every day, and there is mercy for
all of us.
Enjoy this October! Thank God for the season you are in and ask God to show you
what you can learn in this time.
For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a
time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is
planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to
build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to
dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time
to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a
time for war, and a time for peace. ~Ecclesiastes 3:1-8
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LEXINGTON & BLUE
UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH’S WOMEN’S MINISTRY
S AV E T H E D A T E :
CHRISTMAS PARTY
Sunday, December 3rd
2:30 p.m.
at the Parsonage
Bring a wrapped
ornament for the
Christmas
exchange and a
dessert or dish to
share.
Bring a friend too ~ the
more the merrier!

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will
go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.
Ruth 1:16

C A S S E R O L E P R E - O R D E R N O W A VA I L A B L E !
Pre-orders for the Fall casseroles will be take through October 15th. Forms are
available at the church or online (lexingtonumc.org). Options are as follows:
French Toast
8x8 ($10)
9x13 ($20)
Breakfast Sausage, Egg, Cheese
8x8 ($10)
9x13 ($20)
Chicken Spaghetti
8x8 ($10)
9x13 ($20)
King Ranch Chicken
8x8 ($10)
9x13 ($20)
Broccoli Rice
8x8 only ($8)
Pick up is available Monday, November 12th through Thursday, November 15th 9
a.m. to noon and on Saturday, November 17th 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. (or contact Lora
Barlow or the church office to make other arrangements).

Bazaar: Revamped
After our August meeting, we decided to go back to what we know and simplify what has been known as the Fall
Bazaar. Instead of and arts & crafts show (which would compete with the popular Farmer’s Market), we will have a
lunch and bake sale on Saturday, November 17th from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The event will include pick up of your
casseroles (please see the website, church office or back of the church for order forms) as well as a bake sale and
lunch. The price for lunch will be $7 and will include soup or chili, rice, beans, cornbread, tea and dessert.
Here is what we need:
1. Volunteers to help cook beginning at 9 a.m. in the Family Life Center on 10/16, 10/18, 10/23, 10/25 and
11/6 (come if you can to any or all of the days!).
2. Donated baked / canned goods to sell including desserts, jellies, jams, pickles, breakfast items.
3. Those that can help with lunch (either making or serving).
4. Wonderful people enjoying lunch and purchasing baked items that day!
If you can help, please contact Lora Barlow or the church office. Thank you!

Calling all Cooks and Bakers!
The Free Will Lunch has become a successful mission for the church. Last month, we fed over 60 people! We are in
need of cooks to help us prep. The commitment level is low (help maybe 2 days a month: the first Wednesday and
Thursday of the month. If you are interested in helping out, please let Lee Marks or the church office know.
If you enjoy baking and would be willing to bake for special occasions (such as the prison ministry
or the LISD back-to-school luncheon), please contact Jan Woodward (773-0649). Hopefully a
committee for baking for these special events could be formed so we can be sure we meet our
obligations. Lee Marks will continue to be in charge of desserts for the enchilada dinner.
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L E X IN G T O N A D M I N I S T R AT I V E CO U N C IL TR E A S U R E R ’ S R E P O RT
All Funds Balance as of 9/23/18
$11,483.36

Early Chapel CD

$19,243.03

RTSB CD #1

$16,548.12

RTSB CD #4

$10,693.21

Date:
September

DESIGNATED FUNDS in GENERAL:

Pledge Fund Acct. Balance

$4,569.45

Early Chapel Cemetery Fund

-($788.43)

Memorial Fund

B L U E U N I T E D M E T H O D I S T C H U RC H

Worship

Bank Balance

Journey Sunday School

P ag e 3

$252.30
$2,454.84

Minimum amount needed to stay within budget:
$16,045/month & $ 3,703/week
2018 District Apportionments- Paid In Full
2018 Conference Apportionments - $5,367 Left to Pay

Offering

Attendance

2

$4,202.98

100

9

$2,333

96

16

$3,889

118

23

$3,246

122

Annual Church Budget for 2018

$192,536.00

Offerings thru 9/23/18

$133,351.28

General Fund Money thru 9/23/18

$29,132.88

Blue UMC Worship Attendance

Thank you to those that hosted and
participated in this year’s Progressive
Dinner. Also, thank you very much to
those who organized the dinner.

On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund. This money is used to help
those in need in our community. With this fund, we help people in emergency situations and those that may need some help with their utilities. To
contribute by check, please write “St. Stephen’s Fund” in the memo.

OUR E-MAIL ADDRESSES: lexingtonunitedmethodistchurch@outlook.com or lumcyouth@outlook.com
Newsletter deadline for
November's edition is
October 17th
Articles and photos are always needed. Please submit yours to Stephanie
in the church office.
Stephanie Kellenberger
Editor of The Voice
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Community Night
October Birthdays
13-Kadie Cornelius
28-Garry Turner

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your
produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats will
be bursting with wine.
Proverbs 3:9-10

St. Stephen’s Fund
$3,486.04

September

October 28th
Community Halloween Party 3-5 p.m.
November 18th
Community Thanksgiving
Breakfast 7:30 a.m.
December 19th
Christmas Pageant 7:00 p.m.

UPCOMING BLUE
EVENTS
Sunday Mornings
9 a.m. Worship
10:15 a.m. Sunday School
Wednesday Mornings
11 a.m. Prayer Group
OCTOBER
1-BVFD
2-NWLC 4H
8-Texas Stars
12-Community Night
23-TEEA

Blue UMC St. Stephen’s Fund $1,010.13
On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund.
This money is used to help those in need in our community. With this fund, we help people in emergency situations and
those that may need some help with their utilities.
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Y O U T H P RO G R A M S
“Don't let anyone think less of you because you are young. Be an example to all
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your
purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12
Calendar of Events

5th Quarter

Sunday

Youth 6th grade to seniors are invited to join us for fun,
food & fellowship after all Lexington home games at 5th
Quarter in the Family Life Center. Invite your friends!
Dates:
10/5, 10/12, 10/26

Sunday School
9:45-10:45 AM
(6-12th grade)
With Mr. Stephen

Wednesday
All Youth
3:30 to 5 PM

Summer Dates

5-5th Qtr
14-Family Game Nt
26-5th Qtr
31-Halloween

V o lum e 1 8 , I s su e 1 0

FAMILY GAME NIGHT /
TAIL G ATE
Join us at 6 p.m. before the home
game on Friday, October 26th for
games, fun and food before heading
over to watch the Eagles win! Feel
free to bring a snack to share.

H A L LOW EEN F U N
Wednesday, October 31st
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Family Life Center
Tables will be set up for anyone who
wishes to set up and hand out candy or
have fun games for the trick or treaters
to play on Halloween Night. We will
also show some fun Halloween
cartoons on the big screen.

We always need volunteers to help with 5th Quarter. If you would like to help,
please contact the office or see Lee Marks.

October
12-5th Qtr

P ag e 9

Mark your calendars! We already have dates set for some of our awesome
summer activities!
District Summer Camp: June 23-28th
Big House (incoming 6th through 12th grade: July 24-28

Angle Tree Program
We are signed up and supplies have been ordered
for this year’s Angel Tree. Laura Harris will be
looking for volunteers soon to help out again this
year. Please look for more information in the
November newsletter, weekly email and Sunday
bulletin.

Enchilada Dinner
Sunday, November 4
Serving begins at 11 a.m.
Adult plates are $10 and child plates are $5.
Carryout will be available, with all plates costing $10.
We need help on Saturday, November 3 beginning at 8
a.m. to setup. Helpers don’t have to stay the whole
time, please come when you can and go as you need.

Big House for Middle and High School Students
This year, Big House is offering a camp that will include BOTH middle and high school students. The students
will be in separate work teams, but will be serving at the same camp. Lexington has the opportunity to send our
youth to one of these camps this year, July 24th through 28th! If you are an adult interested in volunteering to
go with our youth on this mission trip, please let Stephanie Kellenberger know or email lumcyouth@outlook.com.

Counselors Needed
Before we know how many kids we can take, we will need to have confirmed counselors. Counselors need to be
at least 18 and have graduated from high school. If you or someone you know is interested, please let Pastor
Raegan or Stephanie Kellenberger know. Counselors need to be able to commit to the entire week and be
enthusiastic about camp and the kids. It is a great experience and counselors come back with some amazing
stories of seeing God in the camp and campers.

Backpack Buddies Update
We began distribution of backpack food in September. We are feeding around 12 kids
in the middle school and 30 in the elementary school.
We would like to start our Feed the Teacher lunches back up as we did in past school
years. These were a great way to help support Backpack Buddies while also providing
a meal for our elementary staff. For $5, the staff gets a great meal with salad and dessert made by some of our wonderful volunteers. If you are willing to take on a month,
please let Sarah Hallum or Stephanie Kellenberger know.
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Trustees Committee Update
Hello everyone,
I just wanted to give you an update on what the Trustees have accomplished this year. The Sunday
School rooms have been redone with new flooring and paint. We have installed new doors on all the
Sunday School rooms and the Fellowship Hall. The doors into the church office, the entry doors to the
Sanctuary and the front doors into the Fellowship Hall have been repaired. We are currently waiting on
all the doors to be repainted. We have secured funds from the Lexington EDC and have ordered 2 new
Methodist crosses to be installed on the Family Life Center. We repainted the parsonage before Pastor
Raegon and her family moved in. We recently had to replace one of the A/C units that cools the Fellowship Hall. We have seen a lot of changes to our church over the last 2 years. This has all been made possible by your support. The Trustees would like to thank everyone who has donated their time, donations,
and prayers for each of these projects.
Thanks
Chuck Moore

Staff / Parish Relations Committee Update
The Lexington/Blue UMC Staff/Parish Relations Committee (SPRC) held its quarterly meeting on
September 11th. Pastor Raegan shared her initial impressions of our churches and asked us these two
questions: “where do you want the church to be in 10 years,” and “what is your why.” After the first of the
year we will spend more time looking into these questions. In the meantime, her concentration will be on
finishing out the year with Charge Conference and Advent season. The Council also discussed the
Pastoral Annual Assessment which will be due before the end of the year. Inputs from the membership
are always welcomed. The Lexington SPRC then met to discuss the annual budget input for staff
compensation. We recommended a 4% raise for the positions of Pastor, Director of Church and
Community Impact and Custodian. We recommended a 2% increase for the position of Administrative
Assistant. We also approved the selection of Maggie Woodward for the vacant Assistant Nursery Worker.
Your SPRC members are John Gibbs, Nancy Thomas, Oscar Hildegeist, Rebecca French, Wendy Stover,
Sarah Hallum and Andy Woodward.
Respectfully submitted,
John Gibbs, Chair

Volunteer Opportunities
Lexington UMC is sponsoring a monthly free-will lunch on the first Thursday
of each month from 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Family Life Center at LUMC.
Everyone is invited! Please come if you can: help prepare/serve/cleanup;
come and eat lunch and donate a few dollars to help fund future lunches;
eat lunch for free including those that are clients of the monthly Food Pantry,
those living at the Savanna Park apartments, and any other people in need of a hot lunch or with any food
insecurities. For more information, please contact Lee Marks or the church office.
Join us the 1st Thursday of the month at Main and 3rd Street (on the Square) as we help distribute food to
those in our community who are in need. We meet at 10:30 and start serving at 11 a.m. Typically, we are
finished by 11:45 a.m. No experience necessary!

T h e Vo i ce
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METHODIST CHILDREN PROGRAMS
Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do
not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.” Matthew 19:14

Children’s Church is available during
the 11 a.m. service. This part of the
service is for elementary-aged children.

CALLING ALL KIDS & YOUTH
The Christmas Program will be Sunday, December 16th. All kids (toddlers to teens) are invited to be a part
of this annual tradition. Please let Jennifer Marek know if you would like to be in the program. Practices
are held on Sunday’s during Sunday School (9:40 a.m. to 10:40 a.m.) and will begin in October.

Midweek Methodists
M&M’s is our community-wide after school
program for children in Kindergarten through 5th
grade. It runs from 3:30-5:00 p.m. on
Wednesdays during the school year. Each week
children are picked up by bus at Lexington
Elementary School and dropped off at the church
where they enjoy a snack, music, bible story,
crafts, and outdoor recreation. We sincerely
believe that your child will be blessed as they
study God’s word each week with their friends!
Registration began forms are available in the
church office and online. We hope your children
can join us this year!

Calendar
M&M’S Begins Fall Semester – September 5
Thanksgiving Holiday – November 21
Last M&M’s for Semester – November 28
M&M’s Begins Spring Semester - January 23

Spring Break – March 13
Last M&M’s for Year – April 24

M&M Christmas Caroling
M&Ms kids are invited to come sing Christmas Carols on
Wednesday December 5th at the two senior retirement homes in
Giddings. This is a volunteer group of students that will practice
after M&M from 5:00 – 5:15 at the Methodist Church in Lexington.
Practice will continue through October and November. More
information will be provided to the children that are participating.
Sunday School teachers include Jan Alexander, Jan Lynn, Jennifer Marek, & Trudy Doerfler.
The children's Sunday school curriculum comes from the series, Deep Blue. Children
will hear the Bible story, apply the Bible message and then live out the message in
their lives.
Each session is divided into three sections. The 1st section is a large group where
the children will meet together. Children will be introduced to a Bible story and Bible
verse. Then the children will be divided into two age groups. One group will explore
the lesson deeper and do a craft activity and the other age group will have a snack,
play games related to the Bible story and practice Bible verses. Then the two groups
switch.
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Kairos Prison Ministry: Luther #5

Kairos Prison Ministry shares the love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ to
incarcerated men, women, youth and their families. Kairos sprang grew
from the Cursillo movement and is supported by volunteers from the
th
4 day movements such as Cursillo, National Episcopal Cursillo, Presbyterian Cursillo, Lutheran Via de
Cristo, The Upper Room’s Walk to Emmaus, and independently ecumenical Tres Dias as well as volunteers from independent and nondenominational churches. As a ministry, Kairos embraces a diverse
group of volunteers working together to fulfill Christ’s call to action in Matthew 25:36. Please participate
in this wonderful ministry by baking, donating, praying or even participating! See Barry or John. Donations
may be sent to Kairos (Luther in memo), PO Box 91281, Austin TX 78709-1281.

Thanks to a few
Methodist men and
friends, a local family
received a wheelchair
ramp at their home
last month. “But if
anyone has the
world's goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how
does God's love abide in him?” 1 John 3:17

Coffee House
10:45 a.m.
LUMC Fellowship Hall enjoy
complimentary coffee & pastries

Flower Calendar: A flower calendar in the narthex
of the sanctuary. Please make sure your entries
have been made by the preceding Monday. If you
have questions, please call Jan Lynn 979-5408922 or Judy Curnutte 361-739-5610

We are updating the directory! These directories will be available
in printed format, online and on mobile devices. Members are
able to send photos to the church which we will upload into the
directory. Please send your photos to lumcyouth@outlook.com.
Please include the name of everyone in the photo.
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A Gift was given to Lexington UMC
Building Fund
In Memory of …Bud Caldwell
by… Rob & Stephanie Kellenberger

Memorials reflect all gifts received and recorded as of
September 23rd.
To make a memorial write “memorial“ in the memo line of
your check & place it in the offering plate or mail it to the
church office.

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just
as my ancestor did. Night and day I constantly remember you in my
prayers.” 2 Timothy 1:3

With Gratitude
Thank you to the LUMC Women’s group & the wonderful members of
our church for the meal you provided after my dad’s service. Thank
you for your loving presence and thoughtfulness during our time of
sorrow. It mean so very much to our family . What a blessing it is to
grow in a church with people so wonderful as the members we have
here. God Bless!
Sincerely,
Blayne, Kaleigh, Khyler & the entire Langehennig Family

OCTOBER
B I R T H DAY S
1-Ron Brewer
2-Patsy Durkin
5-Kelsi Wofford
6-Jan Alexander
7-Alexus Taizan
10-Kristen Swisher
11-Susan Henderson
12-Marc Owens
12-Andy Woodward
12-James Brewer
14-Mary Ann Hillegeist
16-Donald Ahrendt
16-Adam Everett
18-Barry Lynn
18-Mike Mitchell
20-Allison Crow
22-Jacob Townsend
14-Rusty Hutson
26-Janice Hutson
27-Wendy Stover
28-Bob Rao
30-Alaya McKinley

Lexington United Methodist Church,
Thank you for your generous donation of school supplies for the kids at LES. Our goal is to make
sure all students start the year with the supplies they need to be successful and thanks to your donation we were able to make that happen. Your support means so much, not only to the school but
to the kids you are helping!
Thanks again,
Kayla Koester, Lexington Elementary School Counselor

Get Connected at LUMC on Sunday Morning

2018 A DVENT D E VO T IONAL
We are looking for devotionals to put into this year’s book. It can be a story, song, prayer, or
whatever you may feel is appropriate. This year, we need 23 devotionals to cover the Advent
season. Please send your devotional to the church office no later than Monday, November 4th.
They can be e-mailed to lexingtonunitedmethodistchurch@outlook.com.

Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Journey Class for Adults
Men’s Gathering
Meet in the Family Life Center with leader, Cinda Lewis
Meet in the Family Life Center with leader, John Gibbs
Beyond the Sermon Study
In the Family Life Center at 11 a.m. led by Nancy Thomas
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16

