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It’s the Month of 
Love  
Here are a few scriptures to 
remind us how much God 
loves us! 

For God so loved the 

world that he gave his 

one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but 

have eternal life. John 

3:16  

See what great  love  

the Father has lavished 

on us, that we should be 

called children of God! 

And that is what we are!  

1 John 3:1 

Follow God’s example; 

therefore, as dearly  

loved  children and walk 

in the way of love, just 

as Christ loved us and 

gave himself up for us 

as a fragrant offering 

and sacrifice to God.        

Ephesians 5:1 

Happy February! 

In worship we are continuing on with our sermon series SAD: Spiritual Affective 

Disorder where we have been looking at daily practices to help bring the light of 

Christ to our spiritual lives. We will continue this month with the following topics:  

2/2/2020: Make My Day 

The prophet Micah offered up a vision for life lived from a different perspective. 

Rather than see doing good as “obligatory sacrifice,” he said that when we live 

our lives with a love for kindness for all God’s people, we are fulfilling God’s 

desire to spread justice and love throughout the land. This week, what if we lived 

each day on the lookout for ways to make someone’s day through a kind and 

unexpected gesture? It might just make our day as well! 

2/9/2020: Altars, Altars Everywhere 

Where do you think God’s “dwelling place” is? The Psalmist speaks of longing to 

be in God’s “house.” Indeed, being in what feels like a sacred place can 

transform and inspire us. Instead of thinking that finding God requires us to go 

to a designated place like our church, what if we created spaces that reminded 

us of the sacred wherever we are? This week you are invited to create an “altar” 

in your home that can remind you that God dwells in all places.  

2/16/20: Walk This Way 

Research shows that one of the most effective mood-boosters is moving our 

bodies. Stretching, walking and dancing can send feel-good endorphins coursing 

through us and the change can feel like a light coming on. The Hebrew authors 

of our scriptures used the metaphor of “walking” in God’s ways to help us see 

the benefits to our spiritual lives of moving toward the goodness of God. This 

week our spiritual practice will help us see our walking (or any kind of 

movement) as a blessed gift of God’s love in action in the world!  

2/23/20: Get Up and Don’t Be Afraid 

The last Sunday of this series is a time when we remember a mystical moment 

some of the disciples had with Jesus when he was joined by spiritual ancestors 

Moses and Elijah on the mountain and God’s voice affirming Jesus’ work as 

pleasing. For weeks we have considered the everyday activities of our lives as a 

way to be nurtured spiritually. Finally, we see the opportunities to encourage 

each other in the efforts of each day of our lives–“get up and don’t be afraid!”  

I hope you will join us for worship and find inspiration and hope from God from 

this series. Then end of February will bring us Ash Wednesday and the start of 

Lent. But we will talk more about that next month! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Raegan 
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“And let us not grow weary of  doing good, for in due season we will 

reap, if  we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9 

Women’s Ministry Update 

“Galentine’s” Gathering 

Thursday, February 13th at 2 p.m. 
This month, we will have a fun Valentine’s Party and hear an update on 

Lexington Backpack Buddies to whom we have supported for several years.  

Everyone is invited to join us and please bring some friends!   

Sarah Spivey leads a yoga class on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Family 

Life Center.  All skill levels are welcome.  There is no charge for the 

class.  

January Community Care Visit 

On Thursday, January 16th, Pastor Raegan, Priscilla Brister, 

Sarah Hallum, Cherry Stover, Stephanie Kellenberger and 

Barry Lynn went to Brenham to visit with Lorene Hall.  Lorene 

was in great spirits and happy to go to lunch with the group.  

The conversations included updates from Lexington and 

Lexington UMC.  Mrs. Hall is ready to start planning her 100th 

birthday party in September at Lexington UMC! 

Everyone is invited to join us the third Thursday of the month visiting those who are homebound 

or in Assisted Living homes.  (Photo credit: Barry Lynn) 

With the money we made at the Bazaar, we will be able to provide donations to the following groups 

and ministries: District Camp, Bastrop Family Crisis Center, M&Ms, Backpack Buddies, Vacation Bible 

School, Funeral Meals for Lexington and Blue, CASA  of Lee County and school supplies drive.   
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UPCOMING BLUE 
EVENTS 

Sunday Mornings 

9 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Wednesday Mornings 

11 a.m. Prayer Group 

FEBRUARY 

3 BVFD 

4 NWLC 4H  

10 Texas Stars 

25 TEEA 

Blue UMC Worship Attendance 

December 29 31 

January 5 38 

 12 40 

 19 38 

 26 32 

Blue UMC St. Stephen’s Fund $926.33 

On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s 

Fund.  This money is used to help those in need in our community.  With this fund, we help people in emergency 

situations and those that may need some help with their utilities.   

February Birthdays 

8-Elizabeth Gonzales 

15-Alan Turner 

16-Gail Biehle 

17-Nancy Turner 

20-Lane Turner 

Adult Valentine Banquet 

Friday, February 14th at 7 p.m.  

Blue Fellowship Hall 

Food will be provided. 

This is an adults only event. 

Kid’s Valentine Party is 

Tentatively Scheduled for  

Sunday, February  9th  

In the Fellowship Hall 

Please watch the bulletin for more information. 

Thank you Adrian Early for 

sharing this sweet picture of the 

kids listening to the Children’s 

Sermon one Sunday morning.  
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“Don't let anyone think less of  you because you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your 
purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12  

Metal Pick Up for Recycling 

This fundraiser will be restricted to older and/or 

responsible kids.  We will also need adults to assist 

with the pick ups and drop offs.  We will schedule 

pick ups through the spring.  If you need something 

picked up, or to sign up your youth, please contact 

Stephanie (lumcyouth@outlook.com).   

Big House  
Youth entering 6th through 12th grade 

Dates: July 22-26 

If you are interested, please let Stephanie know in the 

church office.  Middle School & High School will be on 

the same trip, but working in separate groups.   

Calendar of Events  

Sunday  

Sunday School             

9:45-10:45 AM 

(6-12th grade) 

With Mr. Stephen 
 

Wednesday 

Middle School: 

3:30 to 5 PM 

High School & 

Confirmation: 

5 PM to 6 PM 

Counselors Needed 

Before we know how 

many kids we can take, 

we will need to have 

confirmed counselors.  

Counselors need to be at 

least 18 and have 

graduated from high 

school.  If you or 

someone you know is 

interested, please let 

Pastor Raegan or 

Stephanie Kellenberger 

know.  Counselors need 

to be able to commit to 

the entire week and be 

enthusiastic about camp 

and the kids.  It is a great 

experience and 

counselors come back 

with some amazing 

stories of seeing God in 

the camp and campers. 

Summer Dates 

Camp: 6/28-7/3 

Big House: July 22-26 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 
High School Youth will participate in The Gospel According to The Office.  

This study takes the popular TV show, The Office and helps us to 

understand the Bible in modern times.  Students will be assigned an 

episode to watch prior to class then will 

have discussion questions during class 

about what they watched.  Adults are 

welcome to join the class too!  Please just 

let Stephanie know if advance. 

Confirmation 
We are so happy to have 9 Confirmands this year!  

Classes on Wednesdays are going well and we look 

forward to learning more as we go.  Confirmation 

Sunday is scheduled for Sunday, May 31st.   
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M E T H O D I S T  C H I L D R E N  P R O G R A M S  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do 
not hinder them, for the kingdom of  heaven belongs to 

such as these.”  Matthew 19:14 

We're always in God's school--sharing, listening, 

learning the joys of being in the light of God as His 

family...Children, please come and share learning 

and exploring how special it is to be God's kids 

through our "Deep Blue" series of Sunday school  

lessons.  We'll draw nearer to God through the love 

of His Son Jesus Christ in our large group intro 

of prayer, Bible  story and lesson, and music;  

and then, divide into two age groups to enjoy 

snack, Bible verse study, activity and craft time. 

We begin at 9:45am, and conclude at 10:45am. 

We teachers-Jan Alexander, Jan Lynn, Jennifer 

Marek, and Trudy Doerfler look forward to seeing 

you all there! 

Children’s Church is available during 

the 11 a.m. service.  This part of the 

service is for elementary-aged 

children. 

Calendar 

Spring Break – March 11 

Last M&M’s for Year – April 29 

Midweek Methodists (M&M’s)  
M&M’s is our community-wide after school program for children 

in Kindergarten through 5th grade.  It runs from 3:30-5:00 p.m. 

on Wednesdays during the school year.   Each week children are 

picked up by bus at Lexington Elementary School and dropped 

off at the church where they enjoy a snack, music, bible story, 

crafts, and outdoor recreation.  We sincerely believe that your 

child will be blessed as they study God’s word each week with 

their friends!  Registration forms are available in the church 

office and online (lexingtonumc.org).  We hope your children can 

join us!  

November Sunday School Attendance Awards: 

Ella Boettcher, Katelyn Brade, Levi Bryan, 

Kate Kellenberger, Charlotte Woodward. 

February Acolyte: 

Jaden Mercer 

 

February: Jaden Mercer 

March: Alexus Taizan 

April: Charlotte Woodward 

May: James Seaton  

June: Elania Dodds 

July: Joshua Seaton 

August: Jaden Mercer 

September: Charlotte 

Woodward 

October: Elania Dodds 

November: Alexus Taizan 

December: James Seaton 

Acolyte Schedule for 2020 
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“Therefore, go and make disciples of  all the nations, baptizing them in the name of  the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Matthew 28:19 

Welcome New Members! 

Please welcome members: Danny and 

Julie Brade along with their Corbin, Katie, 

and Keegan. 

Scouts Update 
In January Cub Scouts enjoyed a workshop to build their pinewood derby cars. The following weekend 

was Race Day!! Special Thanks to Michael Sweat and Stephen Meuth for bringing out their saw and 

sanders. We also want to Thank the Blue Volunteer Fire Department for helping every year with 

inspections, running of the track, judging and of course just showing up in the fire truck. Cub Scouts had 

several adult leaders attend University of Scouting to continue their education in Scouts and bring the 

knowledge back to the group. 

Upcoming Events: 

February 1st - Report to State – Capitol; Austin, TX 

February 8th - Blue and Gold Banquet – Advancements/Crossover – FLC 

February 9th – Scout Sunday – Both Services 

Lexington UMC Membership 
We would love for you to become a part of the Lexington United 

Methodist church family. Our church community promises to 

nurture your faith and walk with you through the journeys of life. As 

you get involved in small groups, Bible studies or missions, you will 

enjoy faith – filled relationships with others. 

If you are interested in joining, please let the Pastor know on 

Sunday or call the church office. Pastor Raegan will walk you 

through the membership process, and will help you pick a Sunday 

to take your vows of membership at the end of a worship service.  
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Flower Calendar: A flower calendar in the 

narthex of the sanctuary. Please make 

sure your entries have been made by the 

preceding Monday.  If you have 

questions, please call Jan Lynn 979-540-

8922 or Judy Curnutte 361-739-5610  

Directories are now available 

online or in the church office. 

“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness” 2 Timothy 3:16 

Get Connected at LUMC on Sunday Morning 

Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m. 

Journey Class for Adults 

Meet in the Family Life Center with leader, Cinda Lewis 

Men’s Gathering 

Meet in the Family Life Center with leader,  John Gibbs 

3-Haddie Mae Newton 

4-Leanna Owens 

6-Stephen Meuth 

6-Tripp Kellenberger 

6-Stacey Stover 

7-Rhyder Taizan 

8-Terry Moore 

9-Kenn Miller 

9-Tanner Retzlaff 

15-Ellie Doerfler 

16-Garrett Gerdes 

16-Jennifer Marek 

23-John Johnson 

25-Chase Ahrendt 

25-Connie Ward 

27-Geri Meuth 

28-Janie Johnson 

28-Lora Barlow 

B I R T H D A Y S  A Gift was given to Lexington UMC  

Building Fund 

In Memory of …Rick Reat 

       by… Chester & Norma Thomas 

 In Memory of …Don Burns 

       by… Chester & Norma Thomas 

In Memory of …Neil Ahrendt &  
  Jim Raney 

       by… Pat Ahrendt 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of …Rick Reat 

       by… Bob & Judy Belyeu 

In Memory of …Rick Reat 

       by… Mike & Nancy Organ 

In Memory of …Rick Reat 

       by… Matt & Judy Everett 

In Memory of …Rick Reat 

       by… Shelley Huettel 

In Memory of …John Kalmback 

       by… Mike & Nancy Organ 

In Memory of …Dose Underwood 

       by… Willis & Jeannine Brewer 

Memorials reflect all gifts received and recorded as of 

January 27th. 

To make a memorial write “memorial“ in the memo 

line of your check & place it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church office. 

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just 
as my ancestor did.  Night and day I constantly remember you in my 

prayers.”   2 Timothy 1:3 
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As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of  God's varied grace. 
1 Peter 4:10 

Prison Ministry 
Seventy, yes 70, Kairos graduates attended the semi-annual retreat 

at the Luther Unit on January 18th.  Barry, John and 12 other Kairos 

volunteers were able to attend and enjoy the wonderful singing and 

fellowship. The retreat is similar to what we call a revival, designed to 

re-energize and bring Kairos graduates back into weekly Prayer and Share attendance.  There were five 

talks given by our Kairos volunteers and the theme for was “discipleship.” It was a very successful 

meeting and we appreciate your prayerful support as the Luther Kairos community continues to grow. 

Next month we will begin our church’s preparation for Luther #8 set for April 23-26th.  Reserve April 26th 

to attend the closing ceremony!!  You will not regret attending, I guarantee it! 

John Gibbs 

Free-Will Lunch and At-Home Deliveries 
For home deliveries, so far in January 2020: 

 
For the January Thursday lunch, we served 67 people. Lunch was shaved 

beef with noodles, sautéed cabbage, black-eyed peas, cornbread, apple 

crisp. 

For the Thursday lunch on Feb. 6, lunch will be chicken spaghetti, buttered 

carrots, garlic rolls, red velvet cake, served from 11:30 - 1:00. Anyone 

wishing to help prepare on Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 10:30 a.m. or on Thursday 

is welcome to help.  

1/2/2020 8 individuals meatloaf, scalloped potatoes brownies 

1/2/2020 1 family meatloaf, scalloped potatoes  

1/9/2020 8 individuals baked chicken, cole slaw cookies 

1/16/2020 8 individuals chicken soup, ham sandwich cookies 

1/21/2020 8 individuals chili mac & cheese, salad cake 

  Volunteer Opportunities 
Lexington UMC is sponsoring a monthly free-will lunch on the first Thursday of each month from 11:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Family Life Center at LUMC. Everyone is invited!  Please come if you can: help 

prepare/serve/cleanup; come and eat lunch and donate a few dollars to help fund future lunches;  eat 

lunch for free including those that are clients of the monthly Food Pantry, those living at the Savannah 

Park apartments, and any other people in need of a hot lunch or with any food insecurities. For more 

information, please contact Lee Marks or the church office. 

Join us the 1st Thursday of the month at the Park as we help distribute food to those in our community 

who are in need.  We meet at 10:30 and start serving at 11 a.m.  Typically, we are finished by 12:15 

p.m.  No experience necessary! 
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VCI Prescription Update #2 (February 2020) 

Dear Church, 

January saw the Vibrant Church Initiative (VCI) Prescriptions begin serious work! 

Prescription #1: Vision and Structure 

The Visioning Team headed by Chuck Moore met in early January and reviewed the findings from the November 9th 

Visioning Workshop.  The team recommended asking the congregation for their input on the “Core Values” from 

the workshop.  This survey went out the week of January 12 and the team will meet late in January for follow up 

discussion.  They have also picked up some visioning tools from the VCI team at Conference to help them with 

their task. 

Prescription #2:  Implement Financial Clarity and Transparency 

Finance implemented new accounting and membership software recommended by VCI consultants, Power Church.  

The team of Laura and Robert has an approved chart of accounts and are entering data for January into the new 

system while running the old software (Quicken) at the same time to get some overlapping data. Laura is very 

excited with the new system! Kristin Swisher is the new Financial Secretary and she has helped with several 

improvements in programming and procedures.  We are investigating the use of a check reader that will help with 

the Sunday offering accounting.  We are also investigating the use of an inexpensive payroll company to increase 

the efficiency of IRS reporting and to allow direct deposit for our staff.   

Prescription #3:  Strengthen Intentional Hospitality 

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing 

it.”  Hebrews 13:2 

Life is about relationships with God and others. The Pastor, in consultation with the Coach, will develop a 

Hospitality Team of 5-7 people on or before December 31, 2019.  The team will be responsible for developing 

systems that focus on: guest recognition, guest follow-up, ensuring new people form meaningful connections 

(assimilation) and tracking member attendance.  The team will be responsible for effectively implementing the 

system on or before Sunday, April 5, 2020 and then evaluating the system six months later. 

We are blessed to have Milissa Davis heading up this team and she has been diligent in reading the recommended 

books on hospitality.  The team met in early January to build a roadmap and get everyone’s thoughts on 

proceeding such as parking, greeters, follow up, etc.  Milissa is reaching out to the Conference VCI team to bring in 

their professional help to assist the team. 

Prescription #4:  Strengthen Internal and External Communications 

“What I tell you in the dark, utter in the light; and what you hear whispered proclaim upon the housetops.” 

Matthew 10:27 

When we communicate with one another, we help each other get on the same page.  The Pastor, in consultation 

with the Coach, will develop a Communications Team of 3-5 people on or before December 31, 2019.  The team 

will review all forms of communication, internal and external, and make recommendations for improvements for 

the sake of better connections with those outside the church and to enhance congregational unity and 

understanding among the members. 

A Communication Workshop led by April Canik from the Conference was held on January 25th and was very 

successful. The Communications team, led by Katherine Ladd, will continue to meet to pursue the best plan for our 

church. 

Overall, all the teams are eager and excited and are enjoying the leadership and experience of Pastor Raegan and 

Mike Tyson, our VCI consultant.  Please continue to lift them up in your prayers and give them encouragement. 

 

Respectfully, 

John Gibbs 
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St. Stephen’s Fund 

$5580.08 
On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund.  

This money is used to help those in need in our community.  With this fund, we help people in emergency situations and 

those that may need some help with their utilities.  To contribute by check, please write “St. Stephen’s” in the memo. 

Stephanie Kellenberger  

Editor of The Voice 

Newsletter deadline for    

March’s edition is 

February 19th 

Articles and photos are always needed.  Please submit yours to 

Stephanie in the church office. 

L E X I N G T O N  O F F E R I N G /W O R S H I P  A T T E N DA N C E  R E P O R T  

     

 

Offering  

Worship 

 

Date: 

Attendance 

 10am/11am  

December 29 $4,442 
28/51 

January 5 $3,253 28/66 

 12 $2,742 47/51 

 19 $2,879 35/69 

 26 $6,020 52/54 

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns will be filled 
with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.  

Proverbs 3:9-10 

Family Life Center Building Payoff amount: $359,649.07 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A9-10&version=ESV
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P.O. Box 116 

Lexington, Texas 78947 
 

Address service requested 

Lexington & Blue 
United Methodist  
Churches 

Lexington UMC 

508 North Rockdale 

Blue UMC 

4184 West Highway 696  

The Voice 

Church Office: 979-773-2728 

Church E-mail: 

lexingtonunitedmethodistchur

ch@outlook.com 

Website: lexingtonumc.org  

 

  Soup & Bread Lunch 

Monday, February 10th  

11 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

Lexington United Methodist Church  

Family Life Center 

 

Would you like to help?  Please contact 

Sarah Hallum if you can help with the food  

If you would like to donate to the auction, 

please let Stephanie Kellenberger know.   

Lexington Backpack Buddies Lent Wednesday Plays and Meals 
Starting March 4th, LUMC will celebrate Lent with a 

Wednesday evening service.  The service will start at 6 

p.m. with a free will offering meal followed by a 20 minute 

Lent service. We will be presenting “CALL ME 

SOMETIME”.   

     We need 5 groups to host the meal.  Meals could be 

prepared in the home and brought to FLC. (M&Ms meets 

until 5:00).  The free will donation will go toward that 

group’s needs (Camp, Scouts, etc.). We also need 

volunteers to participate in the 5 part Lent play.  This is 

NOT a costume play but common 

people dressed, reading the play.  

If you are interested in 

participation, please call or see 

Stephen Meuth, organizer (Not 

director).     


