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Church is back in person! Visit www.lexingtonumc.org for more information. 

 

Happy Advent! 

 

I usually have very strict rules about never decorating for Christmas before Thanksgiving. I’m a 
purist. I want to celebrate one Holiday at the time. And to be honest, I do not love listening to 
secular Christmas music for more than 30 days. I can only take so many renditions of “Santa Baby” 
before I’m ready to pack up the whole thing and be done. I also do not like Hallmark Christmas 
movies. They are too happy and perfect to be realistic to me.  Die Hard is my idea of a Christmas 
movie.   

 

But this year feels different. This year I started putting up Christmas decorations on November 14th. 
We have had so much pain and sorrow this year, and there is a part of me that thinks Christmas 
lights and Christmas Star Wars inflatable will make it all better. If I drink hot chocolate and cover 
the church and my house in decorations, then things won’t seem so down. If I can watch a 
Hallmark Christmas movie where everyone lives happily ever after, maybe I’ll feel that happiness. 
Just kidding, I can’t do it with Hallmark.  

 

Yet deep down, I know it is a temporary fix for a bigger problem. While it will be nice to see the 
lights and maybe win best decorated yard, those feelings won’t last. It won’t take away from the 
grief and sorrow of this year. It won’t change the fact that our lives have been turned upside down. 
It won’t change that there are loved ones not with us this year.  

 

And I wish that come January 1, 2021, everything would be better, but it won’t. It has been a hard 
year, and things are going to continue to be difficult. It is a season of life where we mourn as 
Ecclesiastes tell us. And yet….. 

 

As we begin this Advent season, we do celebrate hope, love, joy, and peace. We remember that the 
people living in darkness have seen a great light. That light will break into our darkness and bring 
us the comfort and strength we need to make it through this season of life. That light is, of course, 
Jesus Christ. And so while we enjoy Christmas lights, movies, songs, and decorations, we 
remember something even more important. We remember that God sent His son into this world to 
save us. This is God’s great rescue mission. We remember that Christ will return in final victory, 
and we will feast at His heavenly banquet. There will be no mourning or sorrow. Joy will surround 
us.  

 

So don’t mind me. I’ll be over here enjoying the sights and sounds of the season while also grieving 
what has been lost this year. And in the middle of it all, I’ll be reminded of God’s promise to us and 
gift of His son, Jesus.        

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Raegan 



Tithes & Offerings 

Thank you for continuing to give 

your tithes and offerings!  

November total offerings were 

$19,976.15. 

Ways to give: 

1. At Church: during service, at the 

church office or in the drop box on 

the office door.  

2. Online: www.lexingtonumc.org 

on the "donate" page. 

3. Mail or Bill Pay (through your 

bank): PO Box 116 Lexington, TX  

78947  

Longest Night 

LUMC invites you to a special 

holiday service designed for those 

for whom the holidays might be 

difficult. If you have undergone a 

difficult loss, transition, or life 

change, the church cares about you 

and invites you to a special time of 

music and worship. This service will 

be held on Monday, December 21st 

at 7 P.M. in the Sanctuary. 

Mobile Food Pantry 

December's Mobile Food Pantry will 

be Friday, December 11th at 11 

a.m. Distribution will be similar to 

the recent ones where clients will 

remain their cars and pick up food 

in a drive thru line.  The Free-Will 

Lunch will be at the Family Life 

Center on December 11th as well. 

Memorials 

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of …Patricia Skinner Bennight 

 by… Bob & Judy Belyeu 

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear 

conscience, just as my ancestor did.  Night and day I 

constantly remember you in my prayers.”    

2 Timothy 1:3 

 

 

 

Advent Calendar 

This year we have two options to 

help you journey through Advent. 

First, we have an Advent Calendar 

that includes activities for each day 

and taking up a special offering for 

our St. Stephen’s Fund. The other 

option is an Advent Devotional 

geared towards families that 

includes a weekly devotional and 

activities for each day. We hope that 

you will use one or both to help 

strengthen your faith this Advent 

season. These can be picked up at 

the church office, during Sunday 

worship, or in the Library. 

 

 

2—William Langehennig 

2—Dempsey Stover 

3—Chrislynn Retzlaff 

5—Cherry Stover 

5—Katie Garza 

6—Heather Ahrendt 

6—Lois Boyd 

9—Lucy Reynolds 

10—Sherry Owens 

11—Rodney Organ 

12—Rebecca French 

 

 

 

12—B.J. Brister 

15—Trudy Doefler 

16—Phillip Boettcher 

17—Pat Ahrendt 

18—Judy Curnutte 

21—Raimond French 

26—Monica Eberz 

28—Kate Kellenberger 

29—Jacob Otte 

31—Trey Schumpert 

 

December Birthdays 
Backpack Buddies 

Thank you to everyone who has helped 
and donated to Lexington Backpack 
Buddies. Because of your generosity, we 
can continue to feed around 35 kids a 
week at LISD. We appreciate your 
continued support!  

On Wednesday, November 18th, our youth helped put together meals for Savannah Apartments. The meals 

included ham, corn, green bean casserole, bread, salad, and dessert. The youth then delivered the meals to the 

apartments. We are working with our youth about learning the importance of serving, and are so thankful we could 

continue this tradition this year. Thank you to the parents that helped make the food and transport the youth! We 

could not do it without you!   

Children's Christmas program will be 

December 13th at 6 PM in the 

Family Life Center. Practices are 

during Sunday School.  If any one 

has any questions or concerns 

contact Jennifer Marek at 

979-716-0468. 

Community Tree Lighting 

Saturday, December 5th at 5:00 

p.m. Downtown at the Log Cabins. 

Please join us for the Community 

Christmas Event.  There will be a 

tree lighting, nativity story, various 

local choirs singing, and a visit by 

Santa Claus. 

December 24th 

Christmas Eve Services 

Contemporary Worship at 3 PM 

Traditional Worship at 5:00 P.M 

 Traditional Worship at 7:00 P.M. 

 


