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Dear LUMC Family, 
 

I have always loved receiving gifts. As a child, I counted the days to Christmas, measuring the growing stack 

of presents beneath the tree and wondering which gifts had my name on them. I'd even sneak into my 

parents' room when they weren't around to see what they had bought. There was excitement, anticipation, 

and joy in every colorful package. Receiving felt like a celebration. 
 

But Jesus teaches us a different way. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. That teaching 

can sound upside-down, especially when our world teaches that happiness is found in getting more things, 

more experiences, more security, more attention. Jesus invites us to trust a more profound truth: absolute 

joy grows when we pour out, not when we store up. 
 

I learned this lesson slowly. 
 

Years ago, there was a family in our church who quietly struggled. They never asked for help and rarely 

spoke of their needs. But one November, just before Thanksgiving, the mother confided to a friend that 

money was especially tight that year, and a holiday meal was simply beyond their reach. She wasn’t 

complaining; she was just sharing the sadness of wanting to provide but not having enough. 
 

That same week, a knock sounded on their door. When they opened it, no one was there. But on the porch 

sat a basket overflowing with fixings: turkey, potatoes, rolls, fresh fruits, and even ingredients for pumpkin 

pie. There was no card, no explanation. 
 

That mother wept with gratitude. When they gathered around the table for Thanksgiving that year, they 

expressed gratitude for the tangible ways God provided for them. They were seen, remembered, and loved 

by God's people. It was as if God whispered through the kindness of strangers: “I have not forgotten you.” 
 

Time passed, and that family slowly found its footing. New work, finances steadied. Still, that family 

remembered that secret act of mercy every Thanksgiving. And over the course of one year of preparation 

for Thanksgiving, the mother gathered her now-older kids, and as they remembered their own Thanksgiving 

miracle, they spent time preparing a basket for another family, even more abundant than the one that had 

once been left over. They prayed over it, that through their work God might bless a family in need. And 

delivered to someone going through the same hardship they once faced. 
 

I remember hearing this story from a dear friend's mom. And she remarked how, for her, the greater 

blessings were when she could bless someone in the way she was blessed. In God’s kingdom, giving is not 

a burden or an obligation. It is a grace. It is a way of opening our hands so that God can fill them. When we 

give, we are shaped more into the likeness of Christ, who held nothing back. When we bless others, we 

discover that joy grows not by clinging, but by releasing. 
 

As we move into a season that's dominated by consumption and asking what we can have more of. We 

can't forget the words of our savior: "It is more blessed to give than to receive." We must avoid the all-

consuming pull that we don't have enough. That buying something newer and nicer is what will finally make 

us happy and bring fulfillment. Jesus knows we're made for a different kind of life. 
 

We each have daily invitations to give our attention and to bless others. It comes through the simple act of 

offering each week. Of taking a friend out to lunch. Sometimes, it doesn't involve money, but just time and 

presence. This holiday season, how can you be a blessing to someone else? How can you “remember the 

words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” Acts 20:35 
 

Blessings,  

Pastor Chris 

November 2025 
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A Gift was given to Lexington UMC  
 

In Memory of  Lorene Hall            by… Judy Dobson 

 
 

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, just as my ancestor did. Night 
and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.”    

2 Timothy 1:3 
 

To make a memorial write “memorial“ in the memo line of your check and place it in the offering plate or 

mail it to the church office. 

Enchilada Lunch 
Sunday, November 2nd 

Serving begins at 11 a.m.  

We need help on Friday, October 31st, and Saturday,  

November 1st to prep and setup. We will also need help on 

Sunday, November 2nd with serving. Helpers don’t have to 

stay the whole time, please come when you can and go as 

you need. We are also looking for individual desserts. 

 

 

 
 

All Saints 

On November  2nd we will 

be celebrating All Saints; 

where we will remember 

those in our church who 

have joined the church 

triumphant in the last 

year. If you have a family 

member you’d like to  

remember please contact 

the church office.  

Daylight Saving—Sunday, 

November 2nd Don’t for-

get to set your clocks 

back! 

Charge Conference is once again upon us and one of our 

joys every year is the celebration of how God is working in 

our churches! We celebrate what God has done and look 

forward to how we will follow God’s direction in the year 

ahead. LUMC needs a few members to attend. If your 

interested in going please let Pastor Chris Waks know. 

November 2nd - 5 pm  

at A&M UMC  

417 University Dr. 

College Station, TX 77840  
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Total Monthly Offerings for  

September were $11,765. 

Thank you for continuing to send in your tithes!  

Ways of sending in your monetary gifts: 

1. At Church: during service, at the church office, or the drop 

box on the office door. 

2. Online: www.lexingtonumc.org on the "donate" page. 

3. Mail or Bill Pay (through your bank):  

Po Box 116 Lexington, TX 78947 

4. QR Code 

4—Mary Sue Reynolds 

15—Piper Swisher 

19—Rob Kellenberger 

19—Kirby Jackson 

21—Jeannine Brewer 

22—Dawn Jackson 

22—Janie Ahrendt 

25—Carter Robertson 

26—Weston Stevenson 

27—Kevin Retzlaff 

27—Coby Robertson 

The Church Office will be closed 

on Wednesday, November 

26th and Thursday, November 27th. The 

Church Office will re-open with normal 

hours on Monday, December 1st. 

LUMC’s  

One Board 

meeting for 

November will be 

on the 19th at 

7PM in the Family 

Life Center. 

All are welcome to 

join! 

Midweek Methodist (M&M’s) and Youth Group 

Our LAST Day for the Fall Semester will be on November 19th 

until the Spring Semester. Below is a picture of the 42 Middle 

School Youth Group who helped pack backpack buddy bags. 

Join us for our annual Thanksgiving Meal 

with Ministerial Alliance! This year the Holy 

Family Catholic Church will be hosting on 

Sunday, November 23rd at 6 PM.  

Hope to see you all there! 

But strive first for the  

kingdom of God
 
and his

  

righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as 

well. Matthew 6:33 
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The Central Texas Food Bank is bringing free, 

healthy food to Lexington! Every month held 

at the Lexington City Park at 10 a.m.. If you 

know of anyone who would benefit from this 

program please let them know. This month's 

mobile food pantry is Tuesday, November 

4th.  

Our Prayer Group meets every 

Tuesday morning at 10 AM in the middle 

class room to pray for those on our prayer 

list. Everyone is invited to join!  

Get Connected at LUMC on Sunday 

Morning 

Sunday School 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

Men’s Gathering; meet in the 2nd 

classroom with leader,  John Gibbs 

Journey Class for Adults; meet in the 1st 

Classroom 

Weekly Emails 

If you’d like to be added to the weekly email 

please send your e-mail address to:  

Lexingtonunitedmethodistchurch 

@outlook.com 

Or call the office at (979) 773-2728. 

On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of 

the month), we take a special offering at the 

rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund.  This money is 

used to help those in need in our community.  

With this fund, we help people in emergency 

situations and those that may need some 

help with their utilities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ministerial Alliance Christmas On the 

Square 
Saturday, December 6th from 4-6PM Ministerial 

Alliance will be hosting A Night in Bethlehem 

again this year. During this Christmas program,  

families will wander through the bustling Bethle-

hem marketplace and discover what life was like 

when Jesus was born. Unlike your typical “living 

Nativity,” everyone will create unique keepsakes 

as they interact with local shopkeepers who 

share the Christmas story. And…they’ll love talk-

ing to Mary and Joseph in The Stable—and hear-

ing about the miracle of Jesus’ birth.  

LUMC is in charge of the Carpentry 

Shop (some kind of craft). 
Please reach out to the Church office if you are 

interested in more information or would like to 

help. 


