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2018 LUMC FUNDRAISERS  & EVENTS  

May 3-6  Homecoming 

May 5  Pancake Breakfast & Fish Fry 

May 20  Senior Sunday 

May 23  Baccalaureate (HFCC)  

May 25  Confirmation Dinner 

May 26  Graduation 

May 27-30 Tx. Annual Conf. 

May 27    Confirmation 

May 31  Youth Trip 

Jun. 7-10   BIG HOUSE Mission Trip 

Jun. 24-29   District Camp 

Jun 28-Jul 1 LUMC Hosts Big House Mission Trip 

Jul. 8-14 UM ARMY Mission Trip 

Jul. 15-17 VBS 

Aug. 15  School Begins 

 

Here is what we have for fundraisers and other big events (so far) through July.  If we are missing anything (or 

dates are incorrect), please let Stephanie know.   
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The Voice 
When I worked in Kenya, a Catholic Priest in training, named Brother Kennedy, lived in the same 

village as me. Brother Kennedy grew up in a different part of Kenya and was essentially doing his 

internship in the village. He was, also, quite a distinct character playing the roles of class clown, 

practical joker, and party animal. At every social gathering, he may not be the first to arrive but was 

certainly the last to leave. Brother Kennedy had a unique ability to be the life of the party. I 

remember teasing him that he was unlike any Catholic Priest that I had ever met. He responded in 

his deeply, staccato, gravelly voice, “Trey, we have a saying in Kenya, ‘Every village needs its 

madman,’ and Trey, I am that madman.”  

 

Ever since then, I have taken this saying, “Every village needs its madman,” to heart. So often, we 

reject that which seems different, unusual, or destabilizing. I appreciate that at least in principle, 

Kenya culture recognizes the very important role that the supposed crazy people play in the life of 

the community. In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul compares the body of Christ to a literal body, reminding us 

that while we all might have different functions, like an eye or a foot does in the human body, all the 

roles matter. Brother Kennedy makes the argument that one of those important roles is that of crazy 

person.  

 

Most humans tend to be comfort seeking. We deeply dislike change, so we try to silence the change 

agents in our midst and write them off as crazy. It bares remembering that to the Temple hierarchy 

in Jerusalem, Christ was the village madman. To the synagogues of Greece and Rome, Paul was the 

village madman. To the comfortable elites of ancient Jerusalem, the prophets were the village 

madman. To the 18th century Church of England, John Wesley was the village madman. To the 16th 

century Catholic Church, Martin Luther was the village madman. We needed all of them to be who 

we are today.  

 

The true meaning behind the Kenya saying is that it is our crazy people who push us forward, but 

sometimes, they are also just plain crazy. We are in equal need of stabilizers, peacemakers, and 

keepers of tradition. The Bible has plenty of those as well. Barnabus, King Josiah, and Nehemiah 

spring immediately to mind. The life of God’s people functions best when there is a creative and 

loving tension between change agent and keeper of the flame. We need both to keep us who we are 

and push us to be who we should be.  

 

Our churches certainly need both. We need crazy people who will challenge us to live and be in new 

ways, and we need stabilizers to keep us grounded. The challenge is twofold. The first is to know 

what your role is, and the second is to not reject the brother or sister with the opposing role. Neither 

role holds a monopoly on truth. Rather, the truth emerges from the interplay of crazy and sane.   

 

Think of our history. Who were the people who pushed us to build new buildings, launch new 

programs, rethink the life of our congregations? At the same time, who were the people that kept us 

connected to ourselves, held onto the important traditions, sought peace and tranquility? We’ve 

always had both, and we need both more than ever.  

 

Vaya con Dios, 

Pastor Trey  

Scripture for May 

John 15:12-17 

“This is my 

commandment, that you 

love one another as I 

have loved you. No one 

has greater love than 

this, to lay down one’s 

life for one’s friends. You 

are my friends if you do 

what I command you. I 

do not call you 

servants any longer, 

because the 

servant does not know 

what the master is 

doing; but I have called 

you friends, because I 

have made known to you 

everything that I have 

heard from my 

Father. You did not 

choose me but I chose 

you. And I appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit 

that will last, so that the 

Father will give you 

whatever you ask him in 

my name.  I am giving 

you these commands so 

that you may love one 

another.  
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UPCOMING UMW EVENTS 

Come and join us for fun & fellowship! 

August 14th: Prep meeting for 

Bazaar 

October 6th: Bazaar 

December: Christmas Party 

But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will 

go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God. 

Ruth 1:16 

Our Bazaar 

will be 

Saturday, 

October 6th.  

This year, we will have vendor 

booths available.  The event will be 

from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Prices are 

$20 for outside and $25 for inside 

booths.  Bring your own set ups 

(tables, chairs, etc.).  We will ask 

that vendors be willing to donate a 

small raffle item for drawings every 

1/2 hour.  For more information, 

please Lora Barlow, Gerri Meuth or 

the church office. 

Volunteer Opportunity 

Join us the 1st Thursday of the 

month behind the Masonic Lodge 

as we help distribute food to those 

in our community who are in need.  

We meet at 10:30 and start 

serving at 11 a.m.  Typically, we 

are finished by 11:45 a.m.  No 

experience necessary! 

Several members of Blue and Lexington United Methodist Church came 

to hear representatives from Lexington Education Achievement 

Foundation.  They learned that the group was created to create an 

avenue for community groups, businesses and organizations to provide 

funding to be used by the educators of Lexington ISD when funds may 

not be available.  The group will be rewarding their first round of grants at 

the end of this month to teachers in the Lexington ISD.  For more 

information on LEAF, visit their Facebook Page: Lexington Education 

Achievement Foundation. 

In Memory of  Mary Beth Vance Gibson 

Mary Beth was born December 17, 1937 in Marlin, Texas 

to Robert Lee and Ruby Lee (Nettles) Vance. The family 

moved to Lexington where she was the 1955 class 

Valedictorian of Lexington High School. She received her 

Masters Degree in Mathematics from Texas State 

Teachers College. On May 31, 1969, she and Carlton 

Gibson, Jr. were married in Dickinson. She began 

teaching math at Dickinson Clear Creek High School and finished her 

career in the Lexington Schools.  

Mary Beth was a very active member of Lexington United Methodist 

Church, the United Methodist Women, and also in the Lee County 

Republican Party. She passed away Monday, April 9, 2018 in St. David 

North Austin Medical Center in Austin. She was preceded in death by 

her parents and two brothers, Robert Lee Vance, III on January 19, 

2009 and Edmund Neil Vance on September 10, 1972.  
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L E X I N G T O N  A D M I N I S T R AT I V E  C O U N C I L  T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T  

 All Funds Balance as of  4/22/18   

 General Fund $17,931.36 

 Early Chapel CD $19,243.03 

 RTSB CD #1 $16,495.35 

 RTSB CD #4 $10,653.56 

  

 DESIGNATED FUNDS in GENERAL:  

Pledge Fund Acct. Balance $4,042.18 

 Early Chapel Cemetery Fund -($788.43) 

 Journey Sunday School $193.30 

 Memorial Fund $2,683.93 

 

Minimum amount needed to stay within budget:  

$16,045/month & $ 3,703/week 
 

2018 District Apportionment - $2,442.00 
 

St. Stephen’s Fund 

$3,011.51 
On Communion Sunday’s (the first Sunday of the month), we take a special offering at the rail for the St. Stephen’s Fund.  This money is used to help 

those in need in our community.  With this fund, we help people in emergency situations and those that may need some help with their utilities.  To 

contribute by check, please write “St. Stephen’s Fund” in the memo. 

    Offering  Worship Sunday School  

Date: Attendance Attendance 

   (All Classes) 

April  1 $7,044.00 158 - 

 8 $2,101.00 92 - 

 15 $3,829.00 104 - 

 
22 $2,634.13 84 - 

     

 Annual Church Budget for 2018 $192,536 

 Offerings thru April 22nd 

 
$62,411.01 

    

Stephanie Kellenberger  

Editor of The Voice 

Newsletter deadline for    

June's edition is 

May 23rd 

Articles and photos are always needed.  Please submit yours to Stephanie 

in the church office. 

OUR E-MAIL ADDRESS:  lexingtonunitedmethodistchurch@outlook.com 

Honor the Lord with your wealth and with the first fruits 
of all your produce; then your barns will be filled with 

plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine.  
Proverbs 3:9-10 
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BLUE  UNITED  METHODIST  CHURCH  

UPCOMING BLUE 
EVENTS 

Sunday Mornings 

9 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

Wednesday Mornings 

11 a.m. Prayer Group 

MAY 

7-BVFD  

11-Community Night 

13-Mother’s Day Breakfast 

14-Texas Stars 

22-TEEA 

Blue UMC Worship Attendance 

April  1 73 

 8 27 

 15 27 

 22 34 

   

May Birthdays 

2-Carolyn Shirley 

9-Johnny Kidd 

10-Andrea Harrell 

18-Jeff Torn 

29-Mary Stifflemire 

Easter at Blue UMC 

Easter Egg Hunt at Jacksons Store 

Mother’s Day Breakfast 

Sunday, May 13th 

7:30 a.m. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Proverbs+3%3A9-10&version=ESV
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“Don't let anyone think less of  you because you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your faith, and your 
purity.” 1 Timothy 4:12  

Calendar of Events  

 

Sunday  
Sunday School             

9:45-10:45 AM 

(6-12th grade) 

With Mr. Stephen 

Confirmation Class        

4 PM 

High School Youth 

5 PM 

 

Wednesday 
Middle School Youth 

3:30 to 5 PM 

May 

20-Senior Sunday 

23-Baccalaureate 

27-Confirmation 

31-Schlitterbahn Trip 

Thursday, May 31st 

Price is $30.00 each 

Money is due by Monday, May 7th 

Middle School & High School Youth 

We will need at least 15 people to go to get this great 

discount. 

We will leave the church at 9 a.m. and return around 

8 p.m. 

Summer Dates to Remember 

5/20 Senior Sunday 

5/25 Confirmation Dinner 

5/27 Confirmation Service 

6/7-10 BIG HOUSE 

6/12-13 Middle School Lock In 

6/24-29 Camp 

6/28-7/1 LUMC Hosts Big House 

7/8-14 UM ARMY 

Middle School Lock-In 
 

Pastor Trey will be leading a program for 6th 

through 9th grade youth called: Created by God 

Tweens, Faith, and Human Sexuality. The class is 

June 12-13, will be limited to 20 youth and is $5 

per student.  To sign up or for information on the 

class, please contact Stephanie Kellenberger 

at lumcyouth@outlook.com.    

Thank you to all the 

parents, kids, and 

adults who like kids 

who helped with this 

year’s fundraisers for 

camp.  We could not 

have done it without 

your help.  You are truly 

appreciated! 

Page 9  Volume 18 ,  Issue 5  

For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”  ~Matthew 18:20 

 

5 3 R D  A N N UA L  L E X I N G T O N  H O M E C O M I N G  

 

Fish Fry  

Saturday May 5th  

There are many opportunities to help. 

 Friday 9:00 am - prep in Fellowship Hall  

Saturday 8:00 am - set up on the Square 

10:00 - begin Fish Fry.  

Need cashiers, servers, fish fryers and will need 

a clean up crew when it's all sold out on 

Saturday! 

If you can help in any way, please  

contact Jan Lynn, 979.540.8922   

Homecoming Pancake Breakfast   

The men of the church will host this 

Traditional breakfast on 

Saturday, May 6th from 7-10 am 

(or until all of the food is gone)  

Come hungry! 

Thurs. through Sun., May 3 through May 6th 

Homecoming Sing 6 p.m. Thursday 

Pancake Breakfast  7 a.m. Saturday  

Parade 10:30 a.m.  

Fish Fry on the Square Sat. after parade 

Church Service 9 a.m. (BUMC), 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. (LUMC) Sunday 

Come support the church! 

If you are unable to volunteer, we still need you to come eat and support our church programs. 
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E A S T E R  S U N DAY  

Thank you Philip Concan for sharing pictures from Easter Sunday. 

Prison Ministry Update 

Continue to remember those in prison as if  you were together with them in prison, and 
those who are mistreated as if  you yourselves were suffering.” Hebrews 13:3 

Hallelujah! Luther #4 Kairos is complete and it was a success. 30 in-

mates were able to attend. There were 32 volunteers inside the 

prison as well as an outstanding outside team supporting 

the weekend. There were former Kairos participants who now live in a 

half way house who came in to help the outside team (and were a 

true Godsend) At the closing ceremony on Sunday, we heard from almost all of the in-mates on their 

experience of learning of God's love, mercy and forgiveness.   One in-mate was an ex-biker who put together 

a statement and was so broken up about it, he asked someone else to read it for him.  He hated the group 

initially for breaking down his rough walls he had built up for so many year and  showing him God’s love and 

teaching him that he could trust and love his fellow Kairos in-mates.  He was broken and renewed and now 

he loves all of his new “family”.  A Muslim man was in the group and was hesitant to come because he didn’t 

feel anyone would welcome him.  When he walked in, he said that God’s love enveloped him and he could 

feel the love of everybody.  He came for the food and was filled by the Holy Spirit.   

A lot of people are afraid to volunteer for Kairos.  They fear what might happen to them while inside the 

prison.  As one pastor put it, he felt safer in the prison, especially now with over 100 prisoners who are his 

brother’s in Christ.  Our goal is to provide Kairos for up to 42 prisoners each weekend, twice a year. We need 

men called to action by God to volunteer for this amazing program. Chuck Colson once said that the next 

revival in the U.S. would come from the prisons. Join us for that revival--it's real. See John or Barry for more 

details. 

The Voice  Page 5  

M E T H O D I S T  C H I L D R E N  P R O G R A M S  

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of  heaven belongs to such as 

these.”  Matthew 19:14 

Sunday School 
 

Sunday School teachers include Jan Alexander, Jan Lynn, Jennifer Marek, & Trudy Doerfler. 

The children's Sunday school curriculum comes from the series, Deep Blue. Children will hear the Bible story, apply 

the Bible message and then live out the message in their lives. 

Each session is divided into three sections. The 1st section is a large group where the children will meet together. 

Children will be introduced to a Bible story and Bible verse. Then the children will be divided into two age groups. 

One group will explore the lesson deeper and do a craft activity and  the other age group will have a snack, play 

games related to the Bible story and practice Bible verses. Then the two groups switch. 

Grab your cape, it's time to defend God's Kingdom! 

VBS is just around the corner.   

July 16th - 18th!  6:00 - 8:30pm 

Notice...this is only 3 nights.   

New this year, there will be a  

preschool area just for 3 and 4 year olds.   

Come join the fun:  God is our Hero! 

Here are a few pictures of our kids 

helping in various ways in April  Far 

left was taken during the Backpack 

Buddies Power Hour; the middle is of 

M&Ms kids making cookies for 

Kairos and on the right is a group of 

boys helping during the hot dog 

lunch.. 

The Cub Scouts had their Blue and Gold Ceremony 

recently.  Thank you to everyone who came out for the 

event.  It was a wonderful event. 
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B AC C A L AU R E AT E  G R A D UAT E  B RU N C H  

We will have a brunch on Sunday 

May 20th 10:15am in the 

Fellowship Hall honoring the 

Graduating Class of 2018. 

Everyone is welcome, please join 

us! 

Wednesday, May 23rd 

7pm (Gather at 6:30pm) 

Holy Family Catholic Church Activity Center 

Come and support our High School Graduating 

Seniors on this night of community worship.   

C O N F I R M AT I O N  

Sunday, May 27th at  

11 a.m. 

Dinner on Friday, May 25th 

at 6:30 p.m.  

In the Family Life Center 

 

Children’s Church will be taking a break this 

summer while everyone is off from school.  We 

will resume when school starts back in August.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped and 

allowed their children to be a part of this fun 

ministry! 

Lexington Backpack Buddies Update 

We have had another wonderful year feeding our future at the elementary and middle schools here 

in Lexington.  This year: 

 We fed approximately 60 students a week which, by the end of this school year, will total 1,980 

bags of food 

 Over 100 volunteer hours went into making sure that food was packed and distributed each 

week 

 Over $6,600 was donated through individual donations and fundraisers. 

 Our Account Balance is $4,335.45 

If you would like to donate to Backpack Buddies, please make note on your donation that it is for 

Backpack Buddies (in the memo on the check or on the envelope).   

Volunteer Opportunity 
Beginning in May, Lexington UMC is sponsoring a monthly free-will 

lunch on the first Thursday of each month from non to 2 p.m. in the 

Family Life Center at LUMC. Everyone is invited!  Please come if you 

can: help prepare/serve/cleanup; come and eat lunch and donate a 

few dollars to help fund future lunches;  eat lunch for free including those that are customers of the monthly 

Food Pantry, those living at the Savanna Park apartments, and any other people in need of a hot lunch or with 

any food insecurities. For more information, please contact Lee Marks or the church office. 
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To make a memorial write “memorial“ in the memo line of your check 

& place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church office. 

A Gift was given to Lexington UMC  

Memorial Fund 

In Memory of …Mary Beth Gibson 

 by… Willis & Jeannine Brewer 

 by… Kelvin & Stacy Brown 

 by… Kelvin & Stacy Brown 

 by… Shelley Huettel 

 by… Joe & Cindy Jackson 

 by… Richard & Stephanie Krenek 

 by… RE & Sharon Gibson 

 by… David & Tina Little 

 by… Sharon Moore 

 by… Mike & Nancy Organ 

 by… Chester & Norma Thomas 

 by… Charlotte Vance 

 by… Donald & Evelyn Vance 

 by… Jan Woodward 

 by… Sandra Runnels 

 by… Charles & Rena Simmons 

 by… Linda Nettles Wellard 

 by… Gary & Dorothy Gerdes 

 by… Bob & Pat Rao 

 by… Mr. & Mrs. Reagie Ebner 

 

In Memory of …Paul & Muriel Davis 

 by… The Davis Family in memory 
          of their 75th Anniversary 

In Memory of …Irma Bell 

 by… Willis & Jeannine Brewer 

In Memory of …Irma Bell 

 by… Richard & Wanda Townsend 

In Memory of …Tim Brown 

 by… Joe & Cindy Jackson 

Memorials reflect all gifts received and recorded as of April 16th. 

“...I thank God for you—the God I serve with a clear conscience, 
just as my ancestor did.  Night and day I constantly remember 

you in my prayers.”   2 Timothy 1:3 

M A Y  
B I R T H D A Y S  

1-Bob Belyeu 

6-Natasha Wofford 

6-Lee Lewis 

6-Chad Robertson 

12-Tate Townsend 

14-Judy Belyeu 

17-Laura Harris 

18-Laurie Brewer 

21-Barbara Cooper 

22-Jim Raney 

25-Jan Lynn 

28-Thomas Comstock 

29-Stephanie Kellenberger 

29-Terrie Smith 

29-Deb Nuckols 

30-Lee Marks 

31-Austin Robertson 

31-Norma Thomas 

31-Kylee Retzlaff 

With Gratitude 

Dear Church Family, 

It was no surprise to see how much you all loved 

our mom and we are so thankful for all of you 

rallying to help our family.  We felt comforted and 

not alone.  I heard so many stories and fond 

memories, and was reminded of the importance 

the community of church held for Mom.  This is 

something I won’t forget.  We are so grateful. 

~The Gibson & Gerdes families 

PS-Mrs. Janie and crew—thank you for “feeding the 

5,000”.  It was amazing! 

 

The Kairos team would like to thank everyone who 

signed the prayer chain, purchased meal tickets, 

made cookies, created posters and placemats, 

and prayed for our group this past weekend.  The 

love was felt by everyone! 

 

God bless, 

Barry, John, Trey and Elaine 


